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Choir Festivals
A beautiful morning of music was enjoyed 
by over 1800 learners attending Catholic 
Schools in Johannesburg. These events were held on 
15 September, hosted by Holy Rosary School and 17 
September at the Linder Auditorium. Two wonderful 
cultural mornings, coordinated by the Catholic 
Schools Office were enjoyed by all.
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GRADE 7 MASS REGINA MUNDI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, SOWETO
On Friday 30 October 2015, 1 283 learners 
from 23 Catholic primary schools in 
the Johannesburg Diocese gathered at 
Regina Mundi Catholic Church in Soweto 
to celebrate their annual Grade 7 farewell 
Mass.  The celebrant was Fr Patrick Dladla 
who, together with three concelebrants, 
reminded the learners of the vision that 
the founders of their schools had for 
Catholic education, and that God is always 
with them wherever their future paths 
may lead.  Learners were encouraged to 
live their school’s motto and so be true 
bearers of the Catholic education they 
had received.  



Choir Festivals

St David’s Marist Inanda

Dominican Convent

Grade 7 Mass
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St Benedict’s Prep

Emaromeni Primary School

St Martin de Porres HS



Two successful 
Bible Quizzes 
were held at 
McAuley House 
School on 12 and 
19 September.  All 
schools attending 
were well supported 
by friends and parents and 
the atmosphere was tense with schools 
competing for the top honours.  The day, 
however, was thoroughly enjoyed by all 
the participants and they look forward 
to the next year’s event with increased 
Biblical knowledge. 

Bible Quiz

Graduates of the 2013 and 2014 
leadership Course attended a 
Review Session on 23 September with 
Heather Blanckensee and Fr Hugh Lagan 
with the purpose of:
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l Sharing where they are right now

l Networking  with each other

Important and valuable feedback was 
given to enhance the leadership course 
for 2016. Our thanks to the participants 
and Sacred Heart for hosting the day.

Leadership Course
Participants attended 
the final module of the 
leadership programme, 
presented by Colin 
Northmore and Heather 
Blanckensee on 15 
October. It focused on 
Safety and Educational 
Law. The Graduation 
Ceremony took place on 
18 November at Brescia 
House and the guest 
speaker was Gerhard 
Hattingh. 

Leading & Learning l D e e p e n i n g 
their understanding of 

their specific leadership 
style

l Affirming the expertise 
they have developed since the 
course

l Identifying opportunities for further 
growth and development
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Retreat Facilitators’ 
Workshop 
was held on Saturday 7 November 
2015 in the meeting room at The 
Haven, St Vincent’s School for the 
Deaf, to encourage the interchange 
of teachers and school venues for 
affordable retreats for learners in 
Catholic schools.  

Twenty teachers attended the 
morning session “Leading a Retreat” 
which was presented by Br Michael 
Burke.   Teachers were given topics as 
starting points for discussion, ideas 
were shared and through Br Michael’s 
guidance, were encouraged to 
interact with one another to enrich 
the morning with their experiences.   
The teachers were very grateful for 
the opportunity of learning how to 
lead a retreat and were enthusiastic 
about sharing venues and resources.  
They agreed to keep in contact with 
one another and to follow up on the 
exchange of retreat dates and venues 
for 2016.

Grade 11 Leadership Day
The Catholic Schools Office held a Grade 11 
Leadership Session on Saturday, 19 September 
2015. It was coordinated by De La Salle Holy 
Cross College and St David’s Marist Inanda.  
Grade 11 Leaders from various Catholic Schools 
in Johannesburg attended this session which 
included presentations by Rose Karam, Dave 
Smith, Darren Flood and Mandla Ngcongwane 
together with a beautiful Para-liturgy led by 
Dean Spiller. Breakaway discussion groups 
were led by various current leaders and an 
enjoyable, interactive morning was had by all.

Grade 11 Learners

Darren Flood (Principal of CBC Boksburg and 
Rose Karam (Teacher)

Bev Whittal (Deputy 
Principal St Catherine’s 
Convent Florida)

David Smith – Deputy Headmaster, 
St David’s Marist Inanda

Eleanor Hough (Principals, McAuley 

House) with Grade 11 learners

Glenda Dell
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Meditation Seminar

A Meditation Seminar held at St 

Augustine’s College on 29 September 

was a very worthwhile event. Teachers 

who attended were very supportive and 

are keen to introduce Meditation to their 

schools as a form of prayer and to create 

a feeling of stillness and openness to God 

for their learners.  

The Pretoria Meditation seminar was 

held on 23 September at Denis Adami 

Hall and 96 teachers took part. Teachers 

thoroughly enjoyed it and some have 

indicated that they have already started 

using the method in their own schools.

PRINCIPALS QUARTERLY 
MEETING 22 SEPTEMBER       
These meetings are well attended by 
the Heads and Principals. Included in 
the programme was a presentation by 
Fr Hugh Lagan on the importance self-
awareness in leadership styles and the 
impact it may have on the staff with 
whom we work in our schools.      

Sr Biddy Rose and Sr Maureen Rooney 
(CaSPA Executive) gave a detailed 
explanation of the newly formed national 
structure to oversee Catholic education in 
South Africa, namely the Catholic Board 
of Education (CBE). Basic guidelines on 
the membership of provincial structures 
were clarified. This new structure will 
officially be launched on 16 January at a 
Special Mass of the SACBC in Pretoria.
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Assumpta Catholic School

The Principal presented the statue of Mary the Mother of God,  donated by an 
anonymous donor, to staff. The R.E. Committee made suggestions on how this statue 

should be used.

Beautiful decorative candles are lit and placed on the table during morning prayers 
and Religious Education lessons.

School news

De la salle holy Cross College 

‘Kicking for Cansa’

De La Salle Holy Cross College Junior 
School swimming captains - Makayla 
Stockter, Chiara Bebington and Jason 
Rodgers - started a ‘Kicking for CANSA’ 
initiative last month, by organising 
swimmers to participate in the 1500m 
event at the Dischem Sun City swim, held 
on Saturday 24 October 2015.

Thirteen Junior School and five High 
School swimmers, as well as a parent, 
swam the race in aid of CANSA.  All 
of the team completed the swim in 
under 40 minutes and had great fun 
on the day! 

holy Family College celebrated their 
Birthday Mass on 8 September, including 
past pupils, parents, pupils and friends 
who came together to celebrate 110 
years of god’s grace and blessings.

celebrating 110 years of excellence 
2015

Called to Become
You are called to become...YOU
No one is called to become
Who you are called to be.
It does not matter 
How short or tall
Or thick-set or slow
You may be.
It does not matter
Whether you sparkle with life
Or are as silent as a still pool,
Whether you sing your song aloud
Or weep alone in darkness.
It does not matter
Whether you feel loved or admired
Or unloved or alone
For you are called to become...YOU.
No one’s shadow
Should cloud your becoming,
No one’s light 
Should dispel your spark.
For the Lord delights in you,
Jealously looks upon you
And encourages with gentle joy
Every movement of  the Spirit
Within you.

Unique and loved you stand,
Beautiful or stunted in your growth
But never without hope and life.
For you are called to become...YOU.
This becoming may be
Gentle or harsh,
Subtle or violent, 
But it never ceases,
Never pauses or hesitates,
Only is – 
Creative force – 
Calling you
Calling you to become...YOU. 

Maryvale Primary School

Congratulation to Elizabeth and the 
team for the successful completion 
of this amazing project. It will greatly 
enhance the school campus.  

Elizabeth will be retiring at the end of 
this year after serving as Principal of the 
Primary School since the early nineties.  
We wish her God’s Blessing as she moves 
on to enjoy a much deserved rest.      

Elizabeth Redmond (Principal of 
Maryvale Primary School) and 

Tony Lydall at the Opening of 
their new facility on 16 October.



Sacred Heart - Grade Six Exhibition of World Religions

On 8 October, Sacred Heart College celebrated their feast day, Sacred Heart Day. In the 
evening, the Grade Sixes, along with family, friends, special guests and teachers, engaged 
in a time of communal prayer with prayers from different traditions showing that 
it is through the universal power of prayer that unity can be achieved. 
The prayer was followed by presentations of the core beliefs of 
the different faiths studied, and included Hindu festival dancing. 
All the children then treated those present to a taste of festival 
foods and a display of their projects and symbols made during 
Art classes, as well as artefacts from various holy festivals and 
celebrations. 

Holy Rosary School

Five year outreach programme 
culminates in extraordinary results

The Phumelela Programme, which 
commenced in 2011, was created 
through a collaborative effort between 

Holy Rosary High School, St Benedict’s 
College and Ekurhuleni Primary 
School (in the informal settlement of 
Dikathole in Germiston). Phumelela 
now has 96 students from Grade 8 to 

12 (from High Schools in Germiston 
and Boksburg) and runs successfully 

due to the dedication, participation and 
input of many teachers, parents and 
students.

The students  attend classes every  
Saturday at Holy Rosary School, 
transported from Germiston by St 
Benedict’s College. Their morning 
is packed with academic lessons, 
enrichment in life skills (as well as various 
educational outings in their holidays),  
music, culture, sport and general 
knowledge.

For the first four years the project was 
funded by Holy Rosary Debutantes. 
However, as pupil numbers have grown 
and the ‘Saturday School’ is almost at 
capacity, additional funding is being 
sought. To meet various funding criteria 

a separate trust, The Holy Rosary 
Outreach Trust, has been formed 

as a separate entity.

“We appreciate 
your help towards 
brightening our 
futures and we hope 
you continue showing 

love to others.” 

Nthabeleng, Grade 10 student
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Phumelela 
= 

succeed



The pretoria Teachers’ forum took 
place on 15 August, hosted by CBC, St 
Paulus, Loreto primary and Holy trinity. 
Teachers were excited about the practical 
activities which were prepared for them, 
which included crafting, beading, fun 
walk and the high schools had a lecture 
on assessment. It was a day well spent.

The Pretoria Foundation phase music 
festival was held on 13 August 2015 at 
Loreto Primary School. The children had 
fun with all the activities which were 
organised. The standard of performance 
was very high.

The Pretoria intermediate phase music 
festival was held on 14 August 2015 and 
the level of participation was very high. 
The music teachers indeed put a lot of 
effort into preparing such captivating 
performances. Participating schools were 
awarded certificates of performance. 

The re coordinators’ retreat took place on 23 
October and was spiritually uplifting for teachers. They 
received the experience of the word of God and deeper 
reflection in their relationship with God.
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Pretoria news



Farewell and thank you
Thank you to all the schools that 
support their staff members who are 
committee members of the CSSC.   
Unfortunately, three members of the 
committee are leaving at the end of 
this year and we thank them for their 
outstanding contributions over the 
years:

Fiona Cullen (St Dominic’s Convent) 
is retiring, Damian Murphy (Veritas 
College) will be relocating to Lucca, 
Italy in January and Peter Augustin 
(Sacred Heart College) will be 
returning to Melbourne for 2016.  
They will all be greatly missed!

Thank you to the sports staff in all our 
schools.  May you be blessed and safe 
for the remainder of the term and 
throughout the holiday. 

FOUNDATION PHASE
The youngest participants in the Catholic 
Schools sports programme have been 
fortunate to have the opportunity to 
participate in three activities this season.  
Athletics took place at Sacred Heart 
College on Thursday 1 October, tennis at 
St Teresa’s, Craighall Park on Saturday 17 
October and swimming at St Catherine’s, 
Germiston on Friday 6 November.   Thank 
you to the host schools and well done to 
Sacred Heart Prep and St Teresa’s FP for 
participating in all the events.

Catholic Schools Sports Council - 

final season 2015

PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Two exciting athletics meetings were the first events in the Primary Schools sports programme.  They were hosted by Sacred Heart College and De La Salle Holy Cross Junior School.  The running was followed by tennis, which took place at Holy Rosary School on Saturday 3 October and again followed a mixed doubles format which the players greatly enjoyed.  The final event was Chess that took place at De La Salle Holy Cross Junior School on Saturday 31 October.  With almost double the number of participants from last year, this seems to be an event that is destined to grow from strength to strength. 9



HIGH SCHOOLS
The high school programme has been 
busy and successful, starting on Saturday 
12 Sept with chess, hosted by Dominican 
Convent School, and golf, hosted by St 
Dominic’s Convent. DCS was the overall 
winner of the chess tournament and 
Eleonora Galletti from St Teresa’s School 
was the overall winner of the golf.  This 
was followed by U16 basketball, which 
took place at Sacred Heart College. In the 
boys section, St Benedict’s College was 
second and Sacred Heart College won, 
while, in the girls section, Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer was second and Holy Family 
College was the winning team.  Athletics 
took place at Germiston Stadium on 
Tuesday 29 September, organised by 
Holy Rosary School, and catered by 
Brescia House School.  Standards were 
high and competition tough.  The top 
achievers were:

Boys
3rd Sacred Heart College
2nd Marist Brothers Linmeyer
1st St Benedict’s College

Girls
3rd De La Salle Holy Cross College
2nd Brescia House School
1st Holy Rosary School.
Co-ed
3rd De La Salle Holy Cross College
2nd Sacred Heart College
1st Marist Brothers LinmeyerThe final event in the programme was 

tennis that took place at St Dominic’s 
Convent, Boksburg on Saturday 3 
October.  A diverse field 
of players participated 
in the traditional mixed 
doubles format and a 
great deal of fun was had 
by all the players.  Each 
court had a winner and a 
great time was had by all.  
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Sports Leaders Day  

Monday 21 September
Assumption Convent School agreed 
to host this excellent opportunity to 
develop sports leadership in our schools.  
Aside from the obvious networking 
opportunity, sessions included spiritual 
leadership, empowering people, IT 
suggestions (google forms) and sharing 
best practise.  The day got an excellent 
review from the delegates who even 
suggested duplicating the opportunity 
at the beginning and end of years ahead.    

CALENDAR 2016

The first few events of 2016 will be as follows:

Sat 23 Jan – High School Cricket – Veritas College

Fri 5 Feb – Primary School Galas (A – C) – Venues to be decided

Sat 6 Feb – Primary School Basketball – V enue to be decided

Sat 6 Feb – Primary School Cricket – Veritas College

Sat 14 Feb – High School Basketball – Marist Brothers Linmeyer

FOUNDATIO
N PHASE c

ont.
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A TOUCHING CHRISTMAS STORY

What gifts would you 
bring to the manger?
In 1994, two men were requested to visit an 
orphanage in Russia to teach some morals 
based on basic Bible principles. The children 
were told about Mary and Joseph arriving in 
Bethlehem and finding no room in the inn, the 
couple went to a stable where baby Jesus was 
born and laid in a manger. Throughout the story, 
the children listened in amazement, trying to 
grasp every word they heard. At the end of the 
story, the children were given cardboard and 
other materials to create a manger of their own. 

The men walked among the children to see 
if they needed any help with the project. All 
went well, until one of the men reached a table 
where little Misha sat. He was about six years 
old and had just finished his project. The man 
was startled to see not one, but two babies 
in the manger. Quickly the man called the 
translator to ask why there were two babies in 
the manger.  Very seriously, the child repeated 
the Christmas story he had just heard. He 
related the story well until the part where Mary 
put Jesus in the manger. Then Misha started to 
make up his own ending to the story.

He said that when Mary laid the baby in the 
manger, Jesus looked at him and asked if he 
had a place to stay. When he told Jesus he 
had no mother or father, Jesus told him that 
he could stay with him. Misha told Jesus he 
couldn’t because he had no gift to give, like the 
three wise men had given.

Misha really wanted to stay with Jesus, so he 
thought hard about what he could give as a 
gift. He decided that maybe if he could keep 
Jesus warm, that would be a good gift. Jesus 
accepted, saying that it would be the best gift 
He had ever received. Misha then climbed into 
the manger and Jesus told him that he could 
stay with Him for always.

Misha began to sob as he realised that he had 
found Jesus, who would stay with him – for 

always.

Remember: Jesus is with you 
always, too.

“Be joyful always; pray 
continually; give thanks 
in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you 
in Christ Jesus.” (I Thess 
5:16-18)

adapted from a story from 
“Faith for Daily living” – 

number 471

Principals’ lunch
The Pretoria Principals’ Lunch took 
place on Friday, 6 november at CBC 
Mount Edmund and the Johannesburg 
Principals attended their lunch on 
Thursday, 12 november at Veritas 
College. Both hosting schools really 
outdid themselves this year and we 
are most grateful for all their efforts. A 
wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

Retirement of Elizabeth Redmond

Johannesburg Principals bid a fond 
farewell to Elizabeth Redmond, (Principal 
of Maryvale College) who will be retiring 
at the end of the year. Elizabeth has 22 
years of service at Maryvale Primary, 
which began in 1994. Her early years 
of teaching started at Queenswood in 
Pretoria, when she joined the Loreto 
sisters. In her time at Maryvale Primary 
the school’s numbers have doubled.  
She has been the driving force behind 
the enhancements of the school, 
including; establishment of a pre-school, 
redevelopment of the offices, foyer and 
reception, new wing of Foundation 
Phase classrooms and aftercare and 
supportive centre.

Her passion for teaching quality 
education is evident in all she does. 
She has enriched the school and many 
children are proud to have received a 
Maryvale education.

She will be dearly missed by all in our 
network.

Advent
At this time, we recall the 
coming of Jesus over 2000 
years ago. We reflect on 
this  remarkable event and 
look forward in hope as we 
prepare for the birth of Christ. 
This is the horizon that makes 
a good journey that is never 
finished as there is always a 
need to restart, to rise again 
and be renewed in faith.

 Let us prepare with joy – Rosa 
Calaça


